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LOCAL GOVERNMENT — COUNCILLORS — HON DARREN WEST 
607. Mr D.T. REDMAN to the Premier: 
I refer to the Premier’s comments — 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: What was that comment, member for Cottesloe? 
Mr C.J. Barnett: I said, Mr Speaker, that no-one is a token in this house. 
The SPEAKER: Okay. Member for Warren–Blackwood. 

Mr D.T. REDMAN: My question without notice is to the Premier. I refer to the Premier’s comment in 
an article on ABC online on 26 October, in which he said —“We will be bringing forward laws in the 
future, in the very near future, to allow for councillors who’ve acted improperly to be dismissed,” … 

Will the Premier apply the same standard to his frontbench and dismiss parliamentary secretary Hon Darren West 
for acting improperly by failing to disclose donations to local government candidates within the required time 
frame? 
Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
The Minister for Local Government and I are working on legislation in conjunction with the Western Australian 
Local Government Association to deal with situations whereby a councillor might have acted outside the accepted 
rules, acted improperly or the like. There is no solution to the state other than to sack the entire council. We think 
that that is a fair way of dealing with a specific situation rather than tarring and sacking an entire group of 10 or 
15 councillors, as the case may be, to deal with an individual situation. We have been working with WALGA. 
I heard the president of WALGA, Lynne Craigie, on radio the other day saying that she and local government 
support this initiative. We think that this is a fair and reasonable way of going forward. 
In relation to Hon Darren West, I have no idea what the member is referring to. All that I can say is that 
Hon Darren West, in my view, is a high quality, decent member of Parliament who does a good job for regional 
Western Australia. He is a genuine farmer with an interest in the welfare of people in agriculture and a genuine 
interest in the welfare of people in the regions. All I will say to the member for Warren–Blackwood is that his role 
now seems to be to come into this house, throw whatever bit of mud he can without notice, and demean and disparage 
the reputation of members on this side of Parliament. I urge him to do a little more work before he does that. 
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